Soviefs Skip
Noise in Taking
Sputnik Chunk

Manitowoc Will
Get Replica of
Space Fragment

WASHINGTON (AP}—The Rus-
sians, wha made a hig public
show of rejecting a space frag-
tnh-lem Lhnt pruba.hlvhk?lungs to

ey, have gquietly b posses-
gion of the c‘lunk of metal found
in Manitowoe, Wis, |

The State Departrment said Mon-|
day the transfer took place last;
Baturday. Informants said a law-
ranking member of the Soviet em-
basey staff called at the State
Depariment, picked up the frag-
ment which was packed in a box,
tucked the box under hiz arm
and walked out without firther
ada,

Use Slow Boal

Alexandri Zinchuk, a press of-
ficer at the Soviet embassy, amct
Monday night, “They insisted we'
take i, and we did. We have no
way of Jelling veur American
tesls are right. We will send it
to Moscow to best. Tt's too heavy
to air mail. We will send it by
slow hoat.™

The fragment was still warm'
when found by police officers on
& Manitowoe street Sept. 5. Amer-|
ican experts said it was part of
the Russian satellite Sputnik [V
launched into earth orbit May 15,
Alter breaking up in space it re-
entered the earth’s atmosphere in|
a fiery display over northern Wis-|
eonsmn.

The fragment was offered 1o
Soviets last Sept. 14 by the United
States during the course of a
meefing of the United Nations
Committee on Peaceful Use of
Outer Space. The Russian n:pre—|
sentative rejected offer, say-|
ing it was a “circus."” [

The U.S, offer wasz renewed in
2 guieter manner en Oct. 18.in an
informal approach by the State)
Department te the Soviet nnba:l-
8y here,

14Pound Piece [
C. Edward Dillery of the State

Raplma: of the oval shaped and!
apparenfly fire blackened frag.’
ment will be |presented to
both Manitowoe and Milwaulkee,
a spokesman for the MNational
Aeronautics and Space Admini-
stration ' said Monday night.

Marvin Robinson, of NASA's of-
fice of imternational programs,
sald, "We are making the repli-
cas. They'll have to be properly|
mounted with & spitable mserip.
tion—a factusl inscription, then
we'll disepss plang for the trans-
mittal,”

"We've appreciated the co-op-
eration we've received and this
fs one way o ghow it,” Robinson|




